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gn 3 December 1953, ap roxinately 30 representatives of the Tast

Gertan Hinists:

of Labor, the hinistry of Health, the Bundesvorstand of the FDGE and of

rarious

slants avsembled in the Heus der Regisrung in Eust Berlin to Clsduss

draft containing 20 proconals fo IYPZOVC the e tandard of iiving of the
=%t Jerman popuintion.

o, ¥nown representatlves present ot the meeting were: Herbert Varnke, Cancdldate
¢4 the 9TD Politburo; Gerhard Zille:, Se¢retary o the SHD Centrsl Comnmitiee;
Jdouny

~f the i Bund
Yrem various bast
voehler {fnu), Rheinmetazll Soemmerds; Krépp (fnu),
tnque {fnu), Krefiwerk Zschernewiiz. :

4t{kvkdﬂu6r sssenkbiy rocr cn 10 December 1953. This
~;wun 'ull zoverare hy propacenda mediz and 600 to 70O guests ara to be

o,

0f the 20 vroposals oniy tnc following dre knowas incresee pensions
carics of wace proups V o-o VIII, imnrove medical care of the poulatiorn,
siiminate rationing, and lewer the pricas of food and consumer g.ods.

Jenny

“tate Secretary in the Ministry of Health, ana Hudl Kirchner
orstand. also present were the following represeniutives
German plamta; Gitrer {fuu), Leunavwerk Yalter Ulbrichty
Ernst Theelmanr. Werkey und

roposais tor the improvement of the standaxd o livaing of the fa«"

sorulstion were discuszed by the representativss of the governnaent
the plants. Yhose proposals wnich will be accepted zsre 1o be nade
at a spocial session of the Council of Ministers to be held in the
announcenent is $o te

to attend thae 70ev1ul sessione ©n 16 December 1953, “ne Volkskammar

11 ennet into law those projposals acuupned,

ralse

surther progysal cadlesd for the establishment of a speeial day in which
womwen working in plants could do their Youneworﬂ(ﬁauuhultstag)

&

Herhert

rnke explained thet this could not te rranted because it would cost the
~overniment at least 40 million DME per year and if this
sented the planned eiiminaticon of rationing and general lowerinp of
coulid not be carried out.

prcject wers imple-
rrices

i

Watern sketched the wedical situation in Lest Germany. quoting the

Tollowing statistics as proot ol improvements in this f'ield:
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In 1948 there wers seven polyclinics in East Cermnny: todsy thero rre 0¥

In 1951 there were 109 out-patdent clinicek {.~brlatorien); todcy there

are 1%2. The number of nlent f4pgt ©id suations has riven from about L,UJ0 tu
3,241, end the number of recovery rooms {Gesundheitsstuben) hes ancrcosed
from 1,197 in 1951 to 2,084 in 195%. . |

She 2lso colled attenticn to the increase in nurseries, csrecisliy in
plants employing chiefly women, which now number T48. The utilization ot
these facilities on a dzily bLasis rose {rom 3,000 instances in 175 t¢
16,700 today, and the utilization on a weekly bacis incroased Irom L3l fo

7,873

Rerording the shortage of doctors, Jenny [iotern stated this
the length of time neccsocry for tr dning in this crofes:
cieined that the many new facilitliae opsgned in the legt veo
the denand for phi-sicians te service thenl.

gj/ Kpmmentu “arnke's renrrxa indicate the concern of high SLD
Wy g .

Herbert "aranke stoted tluat he wiched to call ths attention of the asscombinge
to the dangar involved when the rovosals under discussion were dro-
mulrated. e strted thet the opresitiongin his opiniongwonld siteannt to
distract the workers in the factoriec frdm discussingy the benefits of

this new lzu ané would rttennt to direct their attention tc many othe
auestions which cannot et he solved.

Tarnke warnad that from personal experience in the p
Cast Cerman pgovernment worked on the theory thet 2o go
mede public immedirtely. The oprositiony hovever, .ih
a diversion by pointing out foulls in ¢ completely diffcrent ;lG*da He
stoted thet he feered tlhis would rrain bg the cuse ui h the law in
question, thot the opposition would :red the workers in the Tasioriez to
demand dozens of other concoseicone which icould not be ~ranted at this
time. “The result would bYe that the cdvanioge the Governzent hoped to

t he Immoue that the
G thine sbould e
n succeol in creating:

cgain by this law would disarpear ond the Government weuld nrnin have to

ssume the defensive. 4/

In order to prevent suzh a situstion. "zrnite went one 1t woo necesco
to meke clear to the woriero thaet only certein things could bwe cecontlids
immediately snd that further imdrovements vould have to come graduzlly.
Por cxanple, the fovernment -lrnned vithin the next year to eliminste

ationing aad to lower all nricese - This wvould L2
impossible, howevoer, if the demands for a _aushaltsdaz, {or en incrence

in weges in certezin puy rroups, €tc,. wero slso 1o ke Vericu out, He
stated that the population nust be mode awere of the fact that such
individual peliorations woulcd benslit only individual roups, vhercac
¢ reunersl docrezse in oricoes would bemefit &1l croups, i.e., worlers,
houecewives, nensionerc, etc. wlile.
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cn povernnentndl cirecleg to thie reaciicn
™ 1nfornut1,n nedle Lo the "inmorovements®
v Courese. His stetenrente o
rsoa continueticen of cuch ctics
Teet will deprive lhe 5D of the
it hopes to gmain Ly pramulgeting
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